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Editorial

Urban railways in Asia

Large cities in Europe, North America and Japan built their basic urban rail network
before WWII when motor transport was not as common as today. By contrast, most
Asian cities could not afford to build urban railways in prewar days and it was not easy
for them to build railways after the widespread use of motor transport started.
Nevertheless, many Asian cities have made a good progress in recent decades. Seoul,
Hong Kong and Singapore are proud of their subways. Shanghai, Beijing and Taipei
are following suit. Manila, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur have also started urban rail
services. Jakarta has improved the national railway’s suburban services.

Regrettably, however, some cities are building a combination of totally incompatible
systems in a not-so-large city area. Incompatibility of systems not only results in
inconvenience for passengers, but also diminishes operation efficiency. Far-sighted
planners, managers and engineers are needed to develop better urban networks.

T. SUGA

Features

Urban Railways in Asia

Sustainable City Development & Asian Urban Railways ToshijiTakatsu ¢+ ssesesecss 4
Completion of Phase 2 of Seoul Metropolitan Urban Rail Youn-keunBhang «++«++<+ 16
Rail Transportation in Kuala Lumpur Hilmi Mohamads s +seseeessssscecsnssnccasse 2]
Hong Kong’s Future is Guided by Transit Infrastructure CorinneTiry s+seseececssss 28
Improvement of Railway System in Jakarta Metropolitan Area Tomoyoshi Hata«+++++ 36

Redevelopment of Railway Sites
Railways and Large Urban Development on the Paris Left Bank Alain Boudon«««««+ 45
Redevelopment of Shiodome Yuro Nishikawa ++eesseceeeseecceesserceccanrseess 48

Another Perspective
Blending Japanese and Chinese Society HuXinwei se+secceerecccccsseccacsaesse 56

Railway Operators in Japan 9
The Central Highlands and Hokuriku Regions  Vuichiro Kishi and Makoto Aoki ++«+++++ 58

TOPICS cccveeeeeteennieeteennttececenctecctecnscccsccnccccccssscccscsnnces /(0

Special Article
Revival of Old Shimbashi Station Yukio Taharasseeecscecscescceccceccccescceeces 73

Photostory: Building New Railways in Tokyo and Yokohama «seceececcereccecs 2

Japan Railway & Transport Review 35 ¢ July 2003



