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Editorial

Changing values
Japan is suffering from a prolonged economic crisis after the bursting of the bubble
economy in the early 1990s. Her greying population also casts a long shadow. In
sharp contrast to the 1970s and 1980s, today’s Japan seems to have almost completely
lost self-confidence. However, we must remember that a stagnant economy and unstable
society sometimes create a new culture. The famous French long summer holidays
started in 1936 under the Popular Front government that was facing social and political
unrest in the aftermath of the Great Depression. Similarly, the railway preservation
movement originated in North Wales in the early 1950s and flourished through Britain’s
sluggish postwar economy and aging society.
Japan’s postwar economic growth was fuelled by the energies and purchasing power
of a young and diligent workforce. But with today’s unprecedented low birth rate, the
noisy prosperity of the high-growth period is unlikely to be seen again. However, a
population with more leisure time as well as a mature and broad attitude to life could
change people’s sense of values. Things like volunteering free time to operate a heritage
railway did not attract busy people in the past, but this could soon change.

T. SUGA

Features
Heritage Railways (part 2)

The California State Railroad Museum

Stephen E. Drew, Kyle W. Wyatt and Cathering A. Taylor sesesecccccccccccscscscscscccccss 4
The Role of Exhibitions in the Future of Transport Museums

Alvaro Costa and Cristina Pimental ssessssessesscscsossssssssssssssssssscsscssscscsse |5
Italian Railway Heritage—The Tuscan Nature Train StefanoMaggi *++e+sssesesesses 18
Umekoji Steam Locomotive Museum and Steam Operations on the Yamaguchi Line

FUMio TANaKa s s e eseeeeccccscsssscsscsscscssscsscsscscscscsscscscscsscasccsccsce )4
Activities of Japan National Trust and Trust Train Project Junichi Yoneyama «++«++«+ 28
Steam Preservation on the Oigawa Railway Akira Shirai ++eeceececcceccccccccsess 30

Origin of 3'6" Gauge
Why Did Japan Choose the 3'6" Narrow Gauge? Akira Saitos+sssessessescssesecs 33
Development of Norwegian Railways 1854-2002 Roar Stenersen s ++esssecseesse 39

Another Perspective
Mobility in Japan—A Model for French Transportation Policies? Natacha Aveline ««+ 42

Railway Operators in Japan 5
Northern and Eastern Kanto Region Yuichiro Kishi e s+ sesecsssecseraececsnseccess 44

TOPICS: ccceeeereeniieeteeniieeteenntteetccnntccsccnncccsccsscccccsscncccess 50

Photostory: Railway Heritage in Japan (part 2) eseeeececcecserecceraasecss 2&59

Japan Railway & Transport Review 31 ¢ June 2002

3



